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For this occasion the artist Rubén Antón
presents for the first time this unique collection
of 15 vectorial portraits that celebrate the historical
memory of trans artists, of great influence inside and
outside our artistic community, and promotes the fight for 
an integral trans Law that is more than necessary.

This exhibition celebrates the Transvestite high tech
and pays homage to the artistic trajectory of characters 
such as Dolly Van Doll, director and creator of the Belle 
Époque shows in Valencia and Barcelona. Bibi Andersen 
as super vedette of the golden era of music halls and
cabarets. Elsa Ruiz as youtuber, comedian and
monologist. Yani Forner as the first trans woman
to star in a film in Spanish cinema.

Image by Olga de la Iglesia



alta tecnología travestí
¡que lo trans sea ley! by rubén antón

extended until 27th september 2021 at                       · CARRER jaume casanovas 55 · el prat de llobregat

Carla Antonelli as the first female parliamentarian who 
has truly represented us as a collective in Spain, she was 
also one of the women who starred in the first
documentary about transgender people, which was
censored in 1980 and finally broadcast in 1981 on TVE1. 
Nico Elsker as a burlesque actor. Valeria Vegas as a
journalist and writer. Carmen de Mairena and Violeta la 
Burra for their originality as essential artists of
Barcelona’s counterculture.

Coccinelle as the first Paris vedette who won the
respect of Europe and franquist Spain. Amanda Araújo
as a performer and visual poet who starts from the
nudity and reaffirmation of the trans body. Amanda Lear 
as Dalí’s muse from the art scene of the 60s and 70s.
Daniela Santiago as an international actress. Dana
International as the first and unique trans woman to win 
the Eurovision Song Contest in 1998. Translocura as
singer who in her lyrics confronts gender roles, the stigma 
of drug use and the heteronorma from a dissidence
perspective.

Extended until 27th November 2021 at MuchaMasia 
(El Prat de Llobregat · Barcelona)

The author proposes with this to give a space for think about 
the TRANSVESTITE HIGH TECH and the needs of trans 
people, as an essential part of the LGTBIQ+ collective, who 
always, and just for the fact of existing, are at the forefront 
of this fierce struggle for our rights.
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My encounter with the story of Yani 
Forner has been one of the most
beautiful moments that this 2021 has 
given me. Thanks to her sister Paca, 
and her partner Anna, I have been able 
to learn more about the story of this 
artist from Malaga who came to live in 
Barcelona in the 80s and was a super 
vedette in the legendary club
Barcelona de Noche, sharing the stage 
with the best artists of the time such 
as Ana Lúpez, Manel Dalgó, Pierrot and 
Marvin Salas. Thanks to Valeria Vegas 
I was able to learn about the historic 

milestone that Yani Forner was the first 
trans woman to star in a film in Spanish 
cinema. The film ‘Adela’ was directed 
by Carles Balagué in 1985 in
Barcelona. 

On the Drag is Burning podcast we 
have a programme in which I talk to 
Virginia Cartier about our first viewing 
of the film and how cinema has treated 
and treats trans women as mere
objects of desire and also as unstable 
women who ‘only bring you problems’.

YANI FORNER
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Carmen de Mairena’s life came to the 
public’s attention in the 1990s
through her television appearances, 
but her artistic career began in the late 
1950s as Miguel de Mairena, a
cuplé singer. It was not until the
Spanish transition that she changed her 
name to Carmen de Mairena and began 
to imitate artists such as Sara Montiel 
and Marujita Díaz as a transformist. For 
me she is an endearing character, a 
well-educated woman who lived in San 
Ramón street in Barcelona’s Raval

district and who always used her
media fame to make visible the
reality that many trans women live in 
on a daily basis and the precarious
employment of sex workers. For me, 
more than a character, she is an icon 
of the Raval who proudly carried the 
name of the neighbourhood wherever 
she went. She passed away in March 
2020 and I hope she will always be
remembered and adored for her
boldness and sincerity on Spanish
public television.

CARMEN DE MAIRENA



alta tecnología travestí
¡que lo trans sea ley! by rubén antón

extended until 27th september 2021 at                       · CARRER jaume casanovas 55 · el prat de llobregat

TRANSLOCURA
VECTORIAL PORTRAIT · SIGNED IN CANVAS DIGITAL PRINTED
ARTWORK SIZE 75 x 100cm · Barcelona 2021

500€ +vat



alta tecnología travestí
¡que lo trans sea ley! by rubén antón

extended until 27th september 2021 at                       · CARRER jaume casanovas 55 · el prat de llobregat

I met Felipa in the Raval three
years ago and I never imagined that
Translocura would become one of the 
artists I most admire in the Barcelona’s 
underground scene. Her next musical 
project will be entitled ‘Declaración de 
privilegios’ (Privileges statement) and 
if everything goes according to plan it 
will be released at the end of this year.  
As a third preview of this work, she has 
recently released the single ‘Heterror’, 
which directly questions her personal 

experience with patriarchy and gender 
roles. She also has two more songs 
published on her Spotify profile, her 
first single ‘Prekariedrag’ which talks 
about the precariousness as a migrant 
LGBTIQ+ artist in a society that does 
not let us move forward and the great 
track ‘Politóxica’ which is an ode to the 
controlled consumption of drugs. A key 
reference for the young generation of 
artists who have a lot of noise to make, 
a lot to revolutionise and a lot to say.

TRANSLOCURA
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The first time I saw Elsa Ruiz was on 
television and some time later in a
video on her Youtube channel entitled 
‘How did I know I was trans?’. What 
I value most about Elsa is her way of 
creating content on social networks 
and in the more than 100 YouTube
videos she makes with the help of her 
partner Emma, in which she speaks
without filters, full of irony and using
inclusive language about the realities 
of the trans collective, the falsehood 
towards the collective that lies behind 

politics and transphobia. I truly
believe that her videos are very
educational and that they really have 
valuable content that is highly
recommendable for anyone both inside 
and outside of our queer bubble. If we 
add to this the fact that she is also an 
illustrator, comedian and stand-up
comedian (Google ‘Elsa Ruiz - Pizza
con Piña’), it is clear that she has all the 
necessary ingredients to make her
activism more than creative, it is
essential.

ELSA RUIZ
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Carla Follis, known as ‘The Sacred 
Animal’ of show business and better 
known by her stage name Dolly Van 
Doll, is a Turin-born entertainer and 
entrepreneur who travelled all over 
Europe until she arrived in Paris in the 
1960s where she began her
transition. She arrived in Spain in 1971 
and a few years later she set up the 
show company ‘Belle Epoque’: A lavish 
and dazzling Music Hall show” which 
after its success in Valencia and
Barcelona in the early 80’s

revolutionised the Spanish artistic
scene. She speaks 5 languages
perfectly and in addition to being a
living legend of cabaret she has
dedicated her life ‘to making others
happy’, as she herself says. What
moves me most about Dolly is her
closeness, her elegance and the great 
memory she has for remembering
specific dates about her life and details 
about the technical and human side of 
the shows she has created. A genius.

DOLLY VAN DOLL
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Amanda Lear began her career
in the Paris cabarets of the 1960s and 
it didn’t take long for her to become the 
protected muse of Dalí, with whom she 
was said to have a ‘spiritual
marriage’. In 1965 she made her debut 
as a model for Paco Rabanne in
Paris and was photographed by the 
best photographers of fashion
magazines such as Vogue and Elle, 
which was the best kick-start her
professional career could have. Her first 
song ‘Star’ was recorded in the 70s 
with David Bowie but was never

released. International success would 
come with the single ‘Queen of
Chinatown’ from her first album ‘I am a 
photograph’ in 1977 and ‘Follow me’ in 
1978. Her trans identity has been
questioned many times in interviews 
and in the media throughout her career, 
but she has always preferred to
maintain the legend of ‘neither
confirming nor denying’. For me she 
is a reference of sexual ambiguity and 
how to make use of the rumours that in 
many cases benefit the visibility of the 
artists.

AMANDA LEAR



alta tecnología travestí
¡que lo trans sea ley! by rubén antón

extended until 27th september 2021 at                       · CARRER jaume casanovas 55 · el prat de llobregat

DANIELA SANTIAGO
VECTORIAL PORTRAIT · SIGNED IN CANVAS DIGITAL PRINTED
ARTWORK SIZE 75 x 100cm · Barcelona 2021

500€ +vat



alta tecnología travestí
¡que lo trans sea ley! by rubén antón

extended until 27th september 2021 at                       · CARRER jaume casanovas 55 · el prat de llobregat

I have to admit that for the last year I 
have been waiting for Daniela
Santiago to give me an iconic moment 
in her career as an actress and that 
moment came when I saw her with 
such a great look at the Feroz Awards 
2021. Shaved head, dressed like a real 
beast by the Italian firm Caballi and 
with some knockout curves. That’s
right. With this I don’t mean that she 
has the responsibility to always look 
divine, far from it, but I was waiting for 
that moment to make the portrait that I 
show in this exhibition and I didn’t want 
to settle for her majestic interpretation 
of Cristina Ortiz ‘La Veneno’. I wanted 

to see who was behind that body and 
that incredible image and that moment 
came. At the Goya Awards 2021 her 
presence was more than controversial 
because some journalists on the red 
carpet left the microphone open while 
they insulted her mercilessly, some say 
they were sexist comments, others say 
it was because of her tattoos... I think 
it was pure transphobia and the fact is 
that she stood up and asked for respect 
for women, all women: trans and
non-trans, which should be LAW in the 
absurd and redneck society in which 
we live. Thank you Dana for showing 
and being trans excellence.

DANIELA SANTIAGO
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I met the artist Nico Elsker from Vigo 
through Instagram, through his content 
as a Drag King. I instantly understood 
that masculinity could be performed to 
perfection both in an artistic
environment and in everyday life (this 
is where NEOTRAVESTISM would come 
in) and Nico was so generous that he 
allowed us to follow his transition
process through social media, his art 
and his performance. He has
participated as an actor and
transvestite in numerous trans

masculine visibility events and with a 
lot of knowledge I could say that he is 
one of the most visible artists within 
the LGBTIQ+ community. He is also part 
of an underground cabaret company 
called ‘Marinita y sus Maromas’ which 
offers shows with choreographed
musical numbers with theatre scenes 
in between and following the story of 
Marinita Calleja, one of the biggest
divas in Vigo, in which Nico plays the 
character of the ‘boyfriend by force’.

NICO ELSKER
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Carla Antonelli is the stage name of
Tenerife-born activist and actress Carla 
Delgado Gómez, who in 2011 became 
the first and only trans politician we 
have had fighting for LGBTIQ+ rights
in Spain. 

I think Carla is aware of her activism 
just by the fact that she exists. From 
her political position as a
parliamentarian in the Madrid
Assembly, and for more than a
decade in socialism, she has been and 
still is a key player in the complex yet 

necessary Integral Trans Law and was 
a direct participant in the electoral
programme that included same-sex 
marriage and the Gender Identity Law 
for trans people.

In her own words: “How is it possible 
that anyone could have thought for a 
minute that “men” are going to change 
their sex in order to get into bathrooms 
so they can rape women? That’s
barbaric. Look, when a man wants to 
rape or abuse us, he does it where he 
wants. And she’s absolutely right.

CARLA ANTONELLI
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Amanda Araújo, an artist originally from 
Brazil, as well as being an essential 
piece in the Barcelona dissident art 
scene, was capable of moving me to 
tears a couple of years ago, reading me 
a poem of hers in my ear, one night at 
Madame Jasmine in the Raval. The
medium in which she moves and
expresses herself best is the stage and 
performance spaces, using her naked 
body as an element of denunciation of 
the historical oppression and
fetishisation of racialised trans

people. She exposes her body and soul 
in all her public appearances and
works amazing the freestyle on stage. 

For a long time now I have been
waiting and hoping for the hip hop 
songs she has written and has been 
working on for a long time. I’ll tell you a 
secret, I’ve had the pleasure of
listening to them on a few occasions ;-) 
and I have no doubt that she will do
something great with her artistic
career, which has just begun.

AMANDA ARAÚJO
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Sharone Cohen, better known as Dana 
International, made herstory as the first 
transgender artist to win the Eurovision 
Song Contest in 1998 with the smash 
hit ‘Diva’. It was not only the
achievement of winning the first place 
in Eurovision, it was also understood 
as the breakthrough of a Europe of the 
late 90s that had chosen as winner and 
for the first time in the history of the 
festival a trans woman from Tel Aviv 
who made the trans community visible 
and who instantly became an
international reference, popularising 
and rejuvenating the celebration of the 
festival. In addition, this success

created a lot of controversy, causing 
a great impact in her country, where 
the ultra-orthodoxy even labelled her 
as “the devil” and she received death 
threats.

Even so, she became popular within 
and outside the LGTBIQ+ community, 
becoming the first Israeli artist to be
interviewed by the American music
network MTV and to perform on the 
British show ‘Top of the Pops’. ‘Diva’ 
is an ode to powerful women, Queen 
Cleopatra and Victoria, the Roman
goddess of victory and Aphrodite, the 
Greek goddess of beauty.

DANA INTERNATIONAL
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There are many things I can say about 
Valeria Vegas: journalist, writer, lover of 
culture and words, newspaper library 
with legs... with four published books 
and two documentaries, one about
‘Manolita, la Chen de Arcos’ and the 
other entitled ‘Ellas’, which covers
fifty years of the history of
transsexuality through the stories of 
five women, from different generations 
but united by common moments and 
experiences. An important and
necessary documentary for trans
visibility. In addition to this stellar
career, her television appearances are 

a luxury. What stands out most about 
her is her dedication and generosity. 
Last year we recorded a programme
for my podcast channel (available on 
digital platforms such as Drag is
Burning) and the interview was a real 
pleasure. In addition, thanks to Valeria, 
her research on LGBTIQ+ references 
and her latest book ‘Libérate’
published with Dos Bigotes, I learned 
about the historical milestone of Yani 
Forner and numerous details about
almost a hundred personalities who, as 
the title indicates, “opened the way for 
us in Spain”. 

VALERIA VEGAS
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Parisian artist Jacqueline Charlotte 
Dufresnoy, known since 1953 under 
the stage name Coccinelle (French for 
“ladybird”), was the first world-famous 
transgender star to undergo genital
reassignment surgery in Casablanca, 
Morocco, by gynaecologist Georges
Burou, a European pioneer in this
reassignment technique.

Before her transition she belonged to 
the French military artillery and as an 
essential fact in her biography she 
founded the association ‘Devenir
Femme’ to help women who were

beginning their transition. In Madrid she 
caused a great social impact in the mid 
60s, as every night was sold out to see 
her shows, worked with the same level 
of exigency that the French public
demanded.

In the 1970s she worked successfully 
throughout Europe and Latin America. 
By the 1980s, she was the star of the 
famous cabaret Chez Nous in Berlin. 
She is also the first trans person to 
have a street named after her in
Europe, ‘La Promenade de Coccinelle’ 
in Paris, since 2017.

COCCINELLE
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On 30 January 2020, the newspapers 
headlined: ‘Violeta la Burra dies, a drag 
icon during Franco’s regime and a
symbol of the Catalan cabarets where 
she always performed flamenco. For 
me she is an unrepeatable character, 
an icon of the street and of the night, 
who dressed as a woman in the most 
difficult moments of Franco’s regime 
and worked in the fashionable bars of 
that pioneering Barcelona in LGTBQ+ 
defences for the diversity of free
identity. She began performing as a 
transvestite at weekends and came to 

share the stage with Antonio Machín 
and Estrellita Castro. Years later she 
worked at the club Barcelona de No-
che where she became friends with 
Salvador Dalí and later worked in the 
corps de ballet of Lola Flores shows. 
Her greatest international success was 
at the Sala Paradis in Paris where she 
worked for two years until she decided 
to return to Spain to take care of her 
mother. She released several records in 
LP and cassette format with recordings 
of her performances which she sold on 
the street.

VIOLETA LA BURRA
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Bibiana Fernández, formerly known by 
her stage name Bibi Andersen, arrived 
in the Ciutat Comdal and three years 
later became the star of the Ferrer 
chain, which in the 1970s managed
various entertainment venues in
Barcelona. A few years later, in 1977, 
she made her debut in the cinema with 
the film ‘Cambio de Sexo’, starring a 
very young Victoria Abril, only 17 years 
old, which tells the story of a trans girl 
who begins her transition in the
Barcelona of the 70s and her father 
takes her to a show at the ‘Starlet’ 
theatre where Bibi Andersen does a 
full nude at the end of the number. This 
film and the mystery that her identity 
generated made her fame grow and in 

1980 she published her first and only 
musical project titled ‘Bibi Andersen’ 
which contains the hits ‘Sálvame’, ‘Call 
me Lady Champagne’ and ‘Ay - Ay - 
Ay’. This allowed her to present the 
songs on TVE and show that besides 
her magnetism, she had a special
naturalness for television. In the 80’s, 
and living in the Madrid of the
movida, she began to work in the films 
and productions of Pedro Almodovar, 
which propelled her as an artist on an 
international level. Nowadays we can 
see Bibiana as a commentator in
television programmes, as a contestant 
in reality shows and we can listen to 
her in her radio collaborations.

BIBI ANDERSEN
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“ w i t h  t h i s  e x h i b i t i o n  I  wa n t
t o  pay  h o m a g e  t o  a l l  t r a n s  a r t i s t s

w h o ,  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  l i v e s  a n d  a r t,  h av e 
m a d e  v i s i b l e  a l l  t h e  a c r o n y m s  o f  t h e

l g t b i q +  c o m m u n i t y,  t h e y  h av e  a l s o  s h o w n 
t h e  w o r l d  t h at  y o u  h av e  t o  b e  a  g r e at

a r t i s t  a n d  h av e  a  l o t  o f  ta l e n t  t o  f i n d 
y o u r s e l f ,  s u r v i v e  a n d  b e  h a p py

i n  t h i s  f i e r c e  w o r l d  a n d
l a c k i n g  i n  e m pat h y.

y o u  a r e  d e f i n i t e ly  f r o m  a n o t h e r  p l a n e t,
t h e  e a r t h  d o e s  n o t  d e s e r v e  y o u ” .

t h a n k  y o u .  r u b é n  a n t ó n


